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rit, animated, as in this case, by grace and love*'* Ro-
mantic poets all over Europe felt attracted by what had
lain forgotten and unappreciated for centuries; and just
as in England Percy's Rdiques and Macpherson's Ossian
established a new literary tradition, so also India became
for Germany's new generation of poets a source of ne-
ver-ending inspiration. Here was the exotic adventure
they had all been looking for. Friedrich Schlegel, in a
letter to Goethe, describes how he had turned from Dante
to Shakespeare, to Petrarch and Calderon, to the old Ger-
man heroic songs: cln this manner I had to a certain ex-
tent exhausted the European literature and turned to Asia
in order to seek a new adventure.'t And his brother,
August Wilhelm Schlegel, the same who so successfully
translated Shakespeare into German, writes in a book
of essays dealing with India, that he desires to point.the
way towards India to those of his compatriots *who wish
to taste the adventure, for an adventure it remains after
all.5*

Many of these German writers identified their, own
romantic dreams 'with what they considered to be India.
They were hardly at all concerned with "reality".
Macpherson's forgery and the translation of Shakuntala
were accepted with an equally eager enthusiasm. The
young Goethe, for instance, carried his Ossian about with
him wherever he went, which did not prevent him from
welcoming the first translation of Shakuntala in a me-
morable stanza. Anything that pointed a way out of the
cultural oppression of France was called 'romantic'.

* Qaoted in Winternitz: Hist, of Ind. Lit.. VoL I., p. 14.

f Ibid., p. 16.

t IneKscte Bittiofak. p. 8.